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Thirteen correct entries were received from among 1,381 
submissions in Softalk's October contest, which called for en­
trants to count the number of apples of all sorts found on the 
pages of the October Softalk. 

As in the case of all ties in Softalk contests, Apple's random 
number generator was consulted to determine the winner, who 
was Lawrence Landa of Brooklyn, New York. K. W. Park of 
Cary, Illinois, was awarded second and Yarlen Stickles of 
Glendale, Arizona, was chosen third. Landa had submitted 
only one entry in the contest. 

Selecting from among the products of Softalk'a October ad­
vertisers, Landa chose the Magic Window from Artsci as his 
prize. Park, who had asked for D.C. Hayes's Micromodem II if 
he was first, earned copies of Goblins by Programma and 
Haunted House by Adventure International. Stickles, who had 
also asked for the Magic Window as a first-place prize, wins ei­
ther Goblins or Haunted House. 

Paging Apples. An enumeration of the number of apples on 
each page follows for the benefit of those entrants who wish to 
check their entries: 

cover—6 4 - - 8 9 - - 2 1 4 - - 7 19- - 4 23 - -14 27- - 1 2 
cover 2—6 5 - -26 10- - 6 1 5 - - 2 20- -11 24- -23 28- - 1 1 

1—13 6 - - 6 11- -15 1 6 - - 5 21- -11 25- - 7 cover 3-
2—20 7 - - 1 12- -16 1 7 - - 7 22- -15 26- - 3 cover 4-
3—12 8— - 8 13- - 5 1 8 - - 3 

Bob Taylor of the Easter Seal Society of Little Rock, Arkansas, receive! a Micro Music 
Board from Sherry Baldwin of Computers, Etc. Supervising Bob at the presentation 
are two of the children from the society's school, Wendell Linville (left) and Chris Teb-
betts. Taylor's entry on behalf of the Easter Seal Society was a winner in Softalk's 
September contest asking entrants to predict the results of the first software bestsell­
er poll. The awards presentation was covered by NBC's Little Rock affiliate on their 
six o'clock newscast, focussing attention on Apple and Computers, Etc. 

contest? So, the best prediction for each 
of the individual items will be awarded 
the prize of that winner's choice from the 
products of any advertiser in this De­
cember 1980 issue of Softalk, up to $100 in 
value, as soon as that answer is re­
vealed. And you're still eligible for other 
prizes even if you win one. 

Scoring. Topics 2 and 5 are worth 10 
points per correct prediction, or a possi­
ble 30 points per topic. Topic 6 is worth 20 
points. All other topics require numeri­
cal predictions. Scores for these will re­
sult in zero or minus numbers represent­
ing the absolute difference between your 
prediction and the actual number. 

Deadline. Entries must be post­
marked on or before December 31,1980, 
for the obvious reason that part of one of 
the answers will be known on January 1, 
1981. 
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CONTEST: ORACLE '81 
In the midst of the Christmas/Hanuk-

kah hustle, a new year creeps up and 
pounces on us, leaving us barely time to 
wonder, before the band plays "Auld 
Lang Syne," what that year will bring. 

But looking ahead can be fun, espe­
cially when good prognostication could 
win you prizes! Softalk's contest this 
month consists of exactly that. Test your 

talents as an oracle on the several sub­
jects listed, put your answers on the 
coupon (or a facsimile), and ship it in. 

Each prediction has a point value, and 
the highest accumulated point value once 
the real answers are in—meaning after 
January 1, 1982—will win a new Apple 
Disk Drive. 

But who wants to wait till 1982 to win a 

Predict: 
1. The combined winning margins of 

the winner of the Rose Bowl and the win­
ner of the Super Bowl. 

2. The winner of the Academy Award 
for best motion picture of 1980 (the 1981 
award) and the best actor and best 
actress Oscar winners. 

3. The average speed of the winner in 
the Indianapolis 500. 

4. The closing price of Apple Com­
puter Inc. stock on July 30, 1981. 

5. The two baseball teams that will 
play in the 1981 World Series and the win­
ner. 

6. The software publisher that will 
make the most appearances on the Sof­
talk Bestseller List during 1981. 

Mail your entry to Softalk Oracle, 10432 
Burbank Boulevard, North Hollywood, 
CA 91601, postmarked no later than De­
cember 31, 1980. 

My predictions for 1981 for the six topics 
are: 
1 
2. (3 parts) 

3 
4 
5. (3 parts). 

6 
The prize I'd like if I win one of the pre­
liminary contests is: 

Name 
Address. 
City/State/Zip:. 
Dealer: 
Your Autograph: 

(Contest is open to all Apple owners and 
their immediate families except those in 
any way associated with Softalk. Use of 
computers in deriving answers to this 
contest is strictly encouraged. Multiple 
entries are acceptable, but you may not 
put more than one entry on a coupon. 
Photocopies of the coupon are okay, as 
are handwritten copies on used gift wrap, 
comic book margins, airplane post­
cards, the back of the garish tie you got 
for Christmas, whatever, as long as 
they're legible and reproduce the entire 
coupon.) M 

...Even More Contest Winners Here! 



DECEMBER 1980 S O F T A L K 

O P E N D i s c u s s i o n 
Pirate, Thief 
I really enjoyed your article in the last is­
sue of Softalk concerning the Data Cash 
decision ["Software Publishers Hear Ap­
pealing Decision," October 1980], I 
thought you might like to read what we 
put in our company publication about 
that same decision. 

Your article on piracy was also a very 
good one ["Pirate, Thief. Who Dares To 
Catch Him?" by Matthew Yuen, Octo­
ber 1980]. We have a great deal of con­
cern about that here at Intel and are look­
ing at ways to minimize software piracy. 
Roger S. Borovoy, Vice President, Gen­
eral Counsel, and Secretary, Intel Corpo­
ration, Santa Clara, CA 

Intel's article came to much the same 
conclusion as Softalk's. It confirms that 
conclusion with a quote from the court of 
appeals in the JSdA/Data Cash case; 
"Statutory copyright limitations would 
continue to be available to the plaintiff 
(Data Cash) at any time the plaintiff de­
cided to publish with [copyright] notice." 

The article also reveals that Mr. Boro­
voy filed a brief as a "friend of the court" 
before the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals to 
support Intel's position that software 
ROM is copyrightable. Intel is the devel­
oper and a major manufacturer of mi­
croprocessor chips. 

I have to admit that the contest was sure 
a sneaky way to get me to read the maga­
zine all the way through and now I'm 
glad I did. I particularly enjoyed the ar­
ticles about the handicapped and soft­
ware piracy. In reconciliation, I have 
sent a check to a company that I know I 
have a program from, because mine was 
copied from a friend. Nevermore! 
Thanks for letting me know about it. 
Randy Reeves, Cypress, TX 

Good job on "Pirate, Thief." Added cost 
not brought up is the cost to make a disk 
or tape not copiable. 

How do we make our own backup? 
D. L. Ames, Winchendon, MA 

An interesting sidelight to the computer 
piracy game has resulted in people buy­
ing protected software for the challenge 
of breaking it. This concept may seem 
strange considering the price of soft­
ware, but these people thrive on the most 
sophisticated protection schemes. To 
them, it is the ultimate "adventure 
game." 

I've met many Apple owners who 
have spent much more time breaking a 
game disk than they ever spent playing 
the game. And a good portion of these 
people purchased that disk. In some 
cases, particularly among the more ad­
dicted experts, friends will gladly loan 
them any program in exchange for an un­
protected copy that they can use for trad­

ing purposes. Hence, the danger of wide­
spread trading or piracy of a disk doesn't 
always lie with the person who breaks the 
disk, but with their loss of control once 
their friends obtain a copy. 

Unfortunately, the software protec­
tion business is a paradox. While coding a 
disk is like a lock, keeping honest people 
honest, the more sophisticated protec­
tion schemes on well-written software at­
tract the best codebreakers. The only 
consolation to some software houses is 
that the quality of their programs doesn't 
interest the pirates or codebreakers. 
Jeffrey Stanton, Venice, CA 

Your articles on software piracy were 
very much to the point. An alternative 

seen by some software producers is to in­
clude a piece of hardware in the product 
so that copies of the software will not run 
without the hardware. The hardware 
might not be needed except to prevent pi­
racy, so this obviously increases the 
price of the software. This increased cost 
would be needless if it weren't for the pi­
racy problem. 

Piracy is not confined to the micro­
computer industry. Both the mainframe 
and minicomputer industries have been 
plagued by this problem. Their main so­
lution has been to license the software 
rather than sell it, but this is not practi­
cal with the low cost of micro software. 
It's practical to take legal action against 
a corporation for a software package 
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costing $1,000 or more per copy, but not 
against an individual for a package cost­
ing $100 or less. 

The best action is probably as you 
have started—educate the dealers. If 
they understand that they are hurting 
their future business by reducing the in­
centive for software development, and 
they in turn educate their customers in 
this regard, then the problem will be sig­
nificantly reduced. Perhaps an industry 
standard warning form should be packed 
with each software package shipped, 
stressing these points rather than the le­
galities of the situation. Anyway, keep up 
the good work. 
Dan Paymar, Durango, CO 

I am sympathetic to the plight of soft­
ware companies—but the record indus­
try has had the same problem for years, 
and records are still being produced. 

If a software company can make a 
professional, high quality, usable prod­
uct, people will buy it. The small-time 
software pirate only distributes the soft­
ware most in demand. And the people 

who receive the pirated program are ex­
posed to a quality product they probably 
would not have purchased anyway. I be­
lieve a good software company benefits 
more from this exposure than from ad­
vertising, in terms of additional sales. 
The jerk who copies a program, slaps his 
name on it, and sells it as his is another 
matter entirely. 
Gary Lewis, Las Vegas, NV 

Softalk Goes to School 
We are proud owners of four Apple com­
puters. We are not receiving our compli­
mentary issues of Softtalk. Our com­
puter classes will benefit from them. Will 
you please send them to my attention. 
E. Schmitt, Mathematics Department, 
South High School, Torrance, CA 

I currently send out a nonprofit educa­
tion-oriented newsletter in the Rochester 
area and host a group of educators that 
meets once a month at my school. 

I am requesting permission to quote 
articles from your magazine in the news­
letter. They appear to be high quality and 

worth sharing with other teachers in the 
area. 
John K. Elberfeld, Chairman, Science 
Department, Allendale Columbia School, 
Rochester, NY 

Permission granted, with the proviso 
that Softalk is a copyrighted magazine, 
so we will appreciate excerpts being of 
reasonable length and the author and is­
sue properly credited. Thank you for the 
compliment. 

A Call for the Negative 
Don't take this the wrong way, but I have 
noticed that all your software reviews 
are highly complimentary: they always 
wind up saying that the program in ques­
tion is terrific, great, well worth the mon­
ey, and so forth. Personally, I think it is 
just as important to point out lower-qual­
ity software as it is to choose only the pro­
grams that can be put on a pedestal. 
Michael S. Lorenz, Collingswood, NJ 

Ideally, we would look at all new soft­
ware published each month, carry re­
views of all the major contributions, and 
announce the rest. But we have a lot of 
catching up to do before we get there. 

So far, we have only touched the tip of 
the iceberg of excellent, worthwhile soft­
ware. Especially with limited space, we 
believed that Apples users would rather 
learn about products they might want to 
buy than chuckle over the wittiest criti­
cism of something they might otherwise 
never consider. 

What do the rest of our readers think? 

The People's Choice 
The top thirty bestsellers is an excellent 
idea. But how about a reader's top thirty 
poll also? I would like to know how that 
bestselling software stands up to a user 
evaluation. 
Gary Lewis, Las Vegas, NV 

Coming up, Mr. Lewis. Watch for 
your ballot for the Most Popular Pro­
grams Ever in the January 1981 issue of 
Softalk. 

But don't overlook the possibility that 
the best popularity vote a product can get 
is the willingness of a shopper to buy it. 

Moving Mountains 
I just borrowed the October issue of Sof­
talk from a friend and have the highest 
compliments for it! I enjoyed the maga­
zine and especially liked "Apples and the 
Handicapped." I live in northeastern 
New Jersey and would like to volunteer 
any assistance I can give. 
Craig Morris, Livingston, NJ 



u s s i o n 
I am involved with selling computers in 
the Phoenix area. I am interested in lo­
cating any software being developed or 
available for the Apple having to do with 
dyslexia or any other learning disability. 
Any info will be appreciated. 
Nancy Williams, MicroAge Computer 
Store, Phoenix, AZ 

I am a consumer-parent of a retarded 
son, as well as parent of two gifted-tal­
ented ones, one of whom likes to pro­
gram for pay after school. 

As such, I am a member of the Gov­
ernor's Council for the Handicapped and 
the Gifted in Alaska. Two of the twenty-
three council members have Apples. We 
are just starting to get the council inter­
ested in computing as a resource for the 
handicapped. 

I would appreciate extra copies of the 
October issue for distribution to the coun­
cil. Also other articles that might get the 
council rolling. 
Glenn K. Johnson, Fairbanks, AK 

As a special education media specialist, 
my primary function is matching avail­
able means, materials, and equipment 
with learner needs. Recently this has in­
volved the Apple as a CAI tool for special 
education students from learning dis­
abled to trainable mentally retarded. We 
have not reached the point where we 
know what is needed. 

I'm currently working on a proposal 
to establish a national micro clearing­
house for instructional software. As I en­
vision this project, it would be a modi­
fied "bulletin board," accessible to any­
one via micromodem. Upon calling up 
our computer, the client would have two 
choices—answer a questionnaire or ask 
for specific subject area. The end result 
would be a listing of appropriate titles, 
designed to meet the requested instruc­
tional objectives. 

I would appreciate your ideas on this. 
If there is something like it going on 
somewhere, I'd like to know. 
Doug Archer, Green Valley Area Educa­
tion Agency 14, Creston, LA 

Just a note to let you know that your con­
cerns and efforts are noted, and that 
there is an ever-increasing focus of at­
tention on this problem. First of all, I en­
courage you to get in contact with Dr. 
Paul Hazan, at the Applied Physics Lab, 
John Hopkins University, John Hopkins 
Road, Laurel, MD 20810. He has a grant 
from the National Science Foundation to 
conduct a national contest on software 
for individuals with handicaps. Since 
there will be competition in all sorts of 

classes and the award will be actual com­
puter equipment among other things, you 
may be interested. 

Here at Trace, we're doing very ex­
tensive work in the development of cus­
tom software for the Apple to meet vari­
ous needs of disabled individuals. Our 
primary focus is in the area of communi­
cation and special writing systems. One 
of the programs is designed especially 
for individuals using essentially one hand 
or one finger to type; software that will 
get around the control and shift prob­
lems as well as providing abbreviation 
expansion and other techniques to accel­
erate user input. This same software 
package can and will later be extended to 
provide other input techniques that do not 
use the keyboard at all. 

You may also be interested in a com­
parison report we did of the Apple ver­
sus the TRS-80 in rehabilitation applica­
tions. Prior to selecting a computer for 
our various efforts (we now have five Ap­
ple computers being used in various re­
habilitation aid development pro­
grams) , we did a comparison study of the 
two leading computer families (the Ap­
ples and the TRS-80s) to see which would 
be the superior computer overall for re­
habilitation applications. The Apple, ob­
viously, came out on top. 

It may also be of interest that we are 
currently working with several DVR 
agencies and one Federal agency who 
have or are in the process of purchasing 
Apple-computer-based systems, ranging 
in cost from $3,000 to $12,000, for clients to 
use in vocational rehabilitation settings. 
Gregg C. Vanderheiden, Director, Trace 
Center, Madison, WI 

Softalk continues to receive informa­
tion of use to handicapped people from 
groups such as those represented by 
these letters. If you are handicapped or 
know someone who is and would like to 
investigate how a computer might help 
you, write to Softalk Assistance, 10432 
Burbank Boulevard, North Hollywood, 
CA 91601. 

You can write to Trace Research and 
Development Center for the Severely 
Handicapped at 314 Waisman Center, 
1500 Highland Avenue, Madison, WI 
53706. 

The American Association for the Ad­
vancement of Science, as part of a proj­
ect supported by the National Science 
Foundation, is publishing Bulletins on 
Science and Technology for the Handi­
capped. For more information, write to 
the association at the Office of Oppor­
tunities in Science, 1515 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005. JM 


